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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Pictura Britannica Art from Britain has been classified as: 
Unrestricted. 

The book is a lengthy art catalogue, which documents an exhibition of the same name. 
The catalogue depicts a wide variety of artworks, and discusses the artworks, the 
artists who created them, and background information relevant to the British art scene 
in the 1990s. The text is written in a variety of academic styles. 

The book shows nudity to a very small extent and a limited degree, and also describes 
sexuality and sexual orientation in a low-key and inexplicit manner at a few places in 
the text. The book contains a few instances of offensive language. None of these 
factors have any significant impact on the publication. 

The book deals with matters of religion in a few places. The submitter has drawn the 
Classification Office's attention to two particular images, Virgin in a condom and 
Wrecked, and the commentary associated with them. These artworks, when exhibited 
in Wellington in March and April 1998, were the subject of controversy. 

Both of the artworks in question are ambiguous in nature, dealing with matters of 
religion in manners that, while controversial, are not contemptuous. The text that 
accompanies them is low-key, concentrates on the context of the artists and their 
artworks, and does not discuss religions or their adherents in a contemptuous manner. 
In addition, the discussion of religion occupies only a small amount of the book. In 
March 1998, the Solicitor-General refused leave to bring prosecutions for blasphemy 
for the exhibition of the two artworks referred to by the submitter, citing issues of 
freedom of expression and the context of the exhibition itself. These factors indicate 
that the book is not itself a work of blasphemous libel, and that it does not promote or 
encourage that crime. Similarly, the commentary does not discuss Catholics, or 
members of other religions, in terms that suggest they are inherently inferior to other 
members of the public. 

The discussions of religious matters do not particularly stand out in the context of the 
book. The book is likely to be quite expensive, limiting its potential availability. The 
book has literary, artistic, social, cultural and educational merit, value and importance. 
It appears intended for an adult readership interested in contemporary art, and is 
intended to document a major exhibition and to present and discuss related issues. 

Having considered the above matters, the Classification Office is of the opinion that the 
availability of the publication is not likely to be injurious to the public good. 
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